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Small Group Guide: Triumphant Entry

Based on Mark 11:1-11

Opening Prayer (5 minutes)
Begin by thanking God for His Word and asking the Holy Spirit to guide your discussion and
open hearts to what He wants to teach the group today.

Icebreaker (10 minutes)

Question: What's the biggest difference between your expectations of something and how it
actually turned out? How did you respond?

Sermon Recap (5 minutes)

Pastor Virgil contrasted the Roman triumphal entry (military might, conquest, plunder) with
Jesus' humble entry into Jerusalem (riding a colt, met with praise but facing crucifixion). He
presented five principles for our own triumphant entry into God's kingdom.

Discussion Questions

1. Draw Near to What's Drawing You (15 minutes)
Scripture Focus: Mark 11:1 - "Now when they drew near to Jerusalem..."
Questions:
e What do you think it means to "draw near to what's drawing you"?
o Pastor Virgil said, "You can be as close to God as you want to be." What barriers keep
you from drawing closer to God?
o Is there something God has been calling you to do that you've been hesitant about?
What's holding you back?
e How does fear of the unknown keep us from obeying God's call?
Key Takeaway: Jesus intentionally drew near to Jerusalem knowing what awaited Him. We
must overcome fear and draw near to what God is calling us toward.

2. Proceed with Confidence (15 minutes)
Scripture Focus: Mark 11:2-3 - Jesus sends disciples to get the colt
Questions:
o How would you have felt if Jesus sent you to untie someone else's animal and just say,
"The Lord needs it"?
o The disciples proceeded with confidence because of Jesus' instructions. What does it
mean to proceed with the confidence that Jesus gives us?
o Pastor Virgil mentioned that all believers are empowered by the Holy Spirit. Do you live
like you believe that? Why or why not?
o What's one area where you need to proceed with more boldness in your faith?
Key Takeaway: We have the Holy Spirit's power to do what God calls us to do. We don't have
to rely on our own strength.

3. Persevere with Boldness (15 minutes)
Scripture Focus: Mark 11:4-6 - The disciples faced confrontation but persevered
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Questions:

o The disciples were confronted ("What are you doing?") but simply stated what Jesus said.
How can we apply this principle when facing opposition?

o Pastor Virgil showed the image of Kermit the Frog being held by a bird, illustrating
perseverance. What situation in your life requires this kind of "hang on" perseverance
right now?

e Why do you think 63% of people are "S" personalities (seeking safety and security)?
How does this affect the church's ability to change and grow?

o What's the difference between foolish risk-taking and Spirit-led boldness?

Key Takeaway: Perseverance means taking one step at a time, even when circumstances look
dire, trusting that God will bring us through.

4. Proclaim Through Actions (15 minutes)
Scripture Focus: Mark 11:7-8 - People threw their cloaks on the road
Questions:
e The people laid down their most valuable possession (their cloaks) for Jesus to ride over.
What does this teach us about worship?
o Pastor Virgil challenged us about our giving, saying some spend more on Starbucks than
they put in the offering plate. How does this challenge you?
o What's the difference between paying bills and worshiping through giving?
o Besides money, what "cloaks" (possessions, time, talents, comfort) might God be asking
you to lay down?
Key Takeaway: True worship involves sacrifice—laying down what's valuable to us in honor of
Jesus.

5. Praise the Salvation Found in Jesus (10 minutes)
Scripture Focus: Mark 11:9-10 - "Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!"
Questions:
o "Hosanna" means "save us." The crowd praised Jesus but would soon shout "Crucify!"
What does this teach us about human nature and commitment?
e How does understanding that we have "divine favor" through Jesus change the way we
live?
e Are you serving in the church or just consuming? Be honest with yourself and the group.
Key Takeaway: We have divine favor through Jesus—we're clothed in His righteousness. This
should lead to genuine praise and service.

Personal Reflection (10 minutes)

Pastor Virgil asked: "How will you enter? Will it be triumphantly?"
Take a few minutes of silence for each person to consider:
o Have I truly confessed Jesus as Lord and believed in my heart that God raised Him from
the dead?
e Am I drawing near to what God is calling me toward?
e Where do I need to proceed with more confidence?
e What do I need to persevere through right now?
e What "cloak" is God asking me to lay down?
e Am I serving or just consuming?
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Practical Applications
This Week's Challenge - Choose One:

1.

2.

3.

Draw Near: Identify one thing God has been calling you to do and take one concrete step
toward it this week.

Proceed with Confidence: Share your faith with someone this week, simply stating what
Jesus has done for you (like the disciples simply said what Jesus told them).

Persevere: In whatever struggle you're facing, commit to taking it "one day at a time"
and journal about God's faithfulness each day.

Proclaim Through Actions: Evaluate your giving (time, talents, treasure) and make an
adjustment that reflects worship rather than obligation.

Praise: Start each day this week with five minutes of praising God for the salvation
found in Jesus alone.

Closing Prayer (5 minutes)

Pray for anyone in the group who doesn't have assurance of salvation
Pray for boldness to obey what God is calling each person to do

Pray for perseverance through current struggles

Thank God for His divine favor through Jesus

Ask God to help the group be servants, not just consumers

For Next Week

Read Mark 11:12-25 and come prepared to discuss what happens after Jesus' triumphant entry
into Jerusalem.

Leader's Note: Be sensitive to the Holy Spirit during your discussion. Pastor Virgil gave an
invitation during this sermon, so someone in your group may need to make a decision about
following Christ. Be prepared to walk someone through the gospel and pray with them if needed.



