
Middle & High School Sunday School Guide 

“A Fool’s Gold” | Mark 12:38–44 

Teaching Time: 25–30 minutes 

Main Idea: God cares more about what is happening in our hearts than how impressive we appear to others.

BEFORE CLASS 

Read Mark 12:38–44 before teaching. Pray that students will recognize the difference between genuinely 

following Jesus and simply appearing religious. 

Leader Reminder: You do not have to ask every question. Choose the questions that best fit your group. Give 

students several seconds to answer before offering a prompt. Silence does not always mean they are disengaged; 

sometimes they are thinking. 

 

1. WELCOME AND OPENING ACTIVITY | 3–4 MINUTES 

Hold up or show pictures of something real and something imitation, such as: 

• Real gold and fool’s gold 

• Brand-name shoes and imitation shoes 

• A real social-media account and a fake account 

• Real money and play money 

Ask: How can you tell whether something is genuine or fake? 

If students are quiet, prompt them: 

• Does something’s appearance always tell us its true value? 

• Have you ever bought or received something that looked better than it really was? 

• Can a person also pretend to be something they are not? 

Explain: 

Fool’s gold is a mineral that looks like gold but does not have the same value. In today’s passage, Jesus warns 

us about a kind of “fool’s gold faith”—faith that looks impressive on the outside but is not genuine on the 

inside. 

Opening Prayer: Ask God to help everyone understand His Word and honestly examine their hearts.

2. FINDING TODAY’S PASSAGE | 3 MINUTES 

Say: “Please turn in your Bible to Mark 12:38–44.” 

Ask: Where is the book of Mark found in the Bible? 



Expected Answer: The New Testament. 

If they need help: 

• The Bible has two main sections: the Old Testament and the New Testament. 

• Mark is the second book of the New Testament. 

• It comes after Matthew and before Luke. 

Ask: What kind of book is Mark? 

Expected Answer: A Gospel. 

Explain: The four Gospels—Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John—tell us about the life, ministry, death, and 

resurrection of Jesus. 

Ask: Who wrote Mark? 

Expected Answer: John Mark, usually called Mark. 

Leader Note: Mark was not one of Jesus’ twelve disciples. He was connected to the early church and worked 

with leaders such as Peter, Paul, and Barnabas. Early Christians understood that Mark recorded much of what 

Peter taught about Jesus. 

Invite several students to take turns reading Mark 12:38–44 aloud.

3. WHAT DID JESUS SEE? | 4–5 MINUTES 

Ask students to look back at the passage. 

Ask: What two kinds of people do we meet in these verses? 

Expected Answers: 

• The teachers of the law, or scribes 

• A poor widow 

If students are quiet, ask: 

• Who was wearing long robes and wanted attention? 

• Who placed two small coins into the offering? 

• Which group looked important to other people? 

• Which person did Jesus praise? 

Explain: 

The scribes were religious leaders who knew Scripture and were respected by the people. However, some of 

them cared more about being noticed and honored than about truly honoring God. 

The widow had very little money and probably received very little attention. Yet Jesus noticed her and valued 

her offering because He saw her faith and sacrifice.



4. FOOL’S GOLD FAITH | 5–6 MINUTES 

Read or summarize Mark 12:38–40. 

Ask: What were the scribes doing that Jesus warned against? 

Possible Answers: 

• Dressing to attract attention 

• Wanting special greetings 

• Wanting the best seats 

• Taking advantage of vulnerable people 

• Saying long prayers to impress others 

If students are quiet, ask: 

• Did they want God’s attention or people’s attention? 

• Were their actions helping others or making themselves look important? 

• Is knowing a lot about the Bible enough if we do not obey it? 

Ask: What might “fool’s gold faith” look like for someone your age? 

Possible Answers: 

• Acting differently at church than at school 

• Posting Bible verses but treating people badly 

• Praying only when someone is watching 

• Being kind to popular students while ignoring others 

• Serving only when recognition is given 

• Pretending to understand or believe something to fit in 

• Singing during worship without thinking about the words 

Follow-up Prompt: Why is it sometimes tempting to appear faithful instead of genuinely following Jesus? 

Possible Answers: We want approval, popularity, attention, or praise. We may also worry about what people 

will think if we are honest about our struggles. 

Leader Point: 

Jesus is not saying that public prayer, dressing nicely, or being respected is automatically wrong. The problem 

is the motive. Jesus sees whether we are trying to honor God or impress people.

5. THE WIDOW’S REAL TREASURE | 5–6 MINUTES 

Read or summarize Mark 12:41–44. 

Ask: Why did Jesus say the widow gave more than the wealthy people when they gave more money? 



Expected Answer: The wealthy gave from what they had left over, but the widow gave sacrificially from the 

little she had. 

If students are quiet, ask: 

• Who gave the larger amount of money? 

• Whose gift required greater trust? 

• Which gift cost the giver more? 

• What did the widow’s offering reveal about her heart? 

Explain: 

Jesus was not only looking at the amount placed in the offering. He saw what the gift cost the person who gave 

it. The widow’s gift showed trust, sacrifice, and genuine devotion. 

Ask: Can students give something valuable to God even if they do not have much money? 

Expected Answer: Yes. 

Prompt them to consider: 

• Time 

• Talents 

• Attention 

• Kindness 

• Encouragement 

• Worship 

• Service 

• Obedience 

• Sharing the gospel 

• Including someone who feels left out 

Ask: Which of those might be the hardest for a middle school or high school student to give? 

Follow-up Prompt: What would sacrificial service look like at home, at school, or at church? 

Possible Answers: 

• Helping without being asked 

• Giving up free time to serve 

• Sitting with someone who is alone 

• Including someone outside your usual friend group 

• Using a talent to help the church 

• Choosing obedience when friends disagree 

• Giving some of your own money to help someone

 

6. HEART CHECK | 3–4 MINUTES 

Ask students to quietly consider these questions. They do not have to answer aloud. 



• Am I the same person at church, at school, at home, and online? 

• Do I do good things because I love God or because I want attention? 

• Do I treat popular people better than people who are often ignored? 

• What am I currently holding back from God? 

• Does my faith cost me anything? 

After a brief pause, ask: 

Which matters more to God: looking impressive or having a faithful heart? Why? 

If students are quiet, say: 

Think about the scribes and the widow. The scribes impressed people, but the widow impressed Jesus. What 

made the difference? 

Main Teaching Point: 

People usually notice what is visible. Jesus sees the heart. Genuine faith is not about appearing perfect; it is 

about honestly trusting, loving, and obeying Him. 

 

7. WEEKLY CHALLENGE | 2 MINUTES 

Challenge each student to choose one action for the coming week: 

• Serve quietly: Help someone without announcing it or expecting praise. 

• Include someone: Speak to or sit with someone who is often overlooked. 

• Give sacrificially: Give some money, time, or something you value to help another person. 

• Be genuine: Choose not to change your behavior simply to impress friends. 

• Pray honestly: Tell God what you are truly thinking and feeling instead of saying what sounds 

impressive. 

Ask: Which challenge will you try this week? 

Students may answer aloud, write their choice down, or keep it between themselves and God. 

 

8. CLOSING PRAYER | 2 MINUTES 

Invite students to pray silently about their chosen challenge. Then close with a prayer similar to this: 

“Jesus, thank You for seeing beyond our outward appearance and knowing what is truly in our hearts. Forgive 

us for the times we have tried to impress others or pretended to be something we were not. Help us develop 

genuine faith. Teach us to notice people who are overlooked, serve without needing attention, and trust You 

enough to give You our best. Amen.” 

 



KEY TAKEAWAYS 

• Jesus sees the motives behind our actions. 

• Knowing about God is not the same as faithfully following Him. 

• We should never use religion to gain attention or mistreat others. 

• God measures generosity by the heart and sacrifice behind the gift. 

• Even young people can give God something meaningful. 

• Genuine faith is lived consistently at church, at home, at school, and online. 

 

MEMORY VERSE 

Mark 12:43–44 

Encourage students to read these verses each day and remember: 

God does not simply measure the size of our gift; He sees the faith and sacrifice behind it. 

 


